BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SHAH

a chosen few, singled out what beasts they fancied, before
the other warriors weighed in. This ring campaign was
also used to hunt human beings.

His laws acknowledged one God, Creator of Heaven
and Earth. Religiously tolerant, Christians, Jews, Devil-
Worshippers, Muhammadans, all were among his followers.
He argued that "there is only one sun in the sky, and one
strength in Heaven. Thus only one Kha Khan should
be upon the earth," and he had engraved upon his seal:
"God in Heaven. The Kha Khan, the Power of God on
Earth. The seal of the Emperor of Mankind.35

He died in 1227, the year of the Mouse in the Cycle of
the Twelve Beasts. His dead body was dragged across
Asia in a bloody cortege. By his dying command, every
living thing for fifty miles on each side of the route paid
the full price, lest someone should tell the world the Im-
mortal Leader had vanished. No one knows where he
was buried, but legend say that every year a white horse
appears at the grave, and that a clan left to guard the tomb
burned so much incense that a mighty forest grew and
obscured the place. Legend also says that forty virgins,
richly clad, and forty stallions were taken to the grave and
slain in tribute.

The difference between Genghis and other great
captains was that his empire lived after him. Unlike
Alexander's, that of Genghis Khan did not fall to pieces
at his death. Napoleon abandoned armies and saw his
empire fall about his ears, and his sons disowned. Genghis
left a virile legacy to Otogai, the son who succeeded him.
Even his grandsons enjoyed their inheritance.

Genghis laid waste most of Southern Asia, and a large
part of Europe, destroying, as a sadistic exercise, good and
bad alike in a riot of licence. He was ably followed by
Otogai.

After his death the vicious forces of disorder sought a
new leader in a series of spectacular incidents which had
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